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The new national curriculum

A guide for parents

Introduction

For generations, parents have found themselves visiting
primaryschoolswiththeirchildrenonlytohearthemselves
saying, “It's not like when Iwas at school.” Things change
quickly in education, and at no time in the past 25 years has
thatbeentruerthan September2014 when the whole school
curriculumchangesformaintainedschoolsthroughout England.

Thisguideisintendedtosupportparentsofprimaryschool
children.Obviouslyitwouldbeimpossibletosetoutindetail
everything your child would learn during their six years of
statutory primary education, but by providing an outline of
typical content and some background information about
howthecurriculumandassessmentworks, hopefullyitwill help
parents support their children in making the most of their
education.

What’s changed?

English,MathsandScienceremainveryimportantandare

considered the core subjects in both primary and secondary
education.TheNational Curriculumsetsoutinsomedetail what
mustbetaughtineachofthesesubjects,andtheywill takeup a
substantial part of your child’s learning week.
Alongsidethesearethefamiliarfoundation subjects:Art,
Computing, Design & Technology, Foreign Languages (age

7+ only), Geography, History, Music, and Physical Education.
For these foundation subjects, the detailsin the curriculumare
significantly briefer: schools have much more flexibility
regarding whatthey coverinthese subjects.

Much of the publicity about the changes to the curriculum has
focussed on ‘higherexpectations’invarioussubjects,and
itiscertainly the casethatinsomeareasthe contentofthe new
primary curriculum is significantly more demanding than inthe
past.Forexample,inmathematicsthereisnowmuch greater
focusontheskillsofarithmeticandalsoonworking with
fractions. In science, a new unit of work on evolution
isintroduced forYear 6; work whichwould have previously been
studied in secondary school. In English lessons there will now be
more attention paid to the study of grammar andspelling;an
areawhichwasfarlessnotablein previous curricula.

High Achievers

If your child is achieving well, rather than moving
ontothe following year group’s work many schools
will encourage more in-depth and investigative work
to allow a greater mastery and understanding of

concepts and ideas.

The new curriculum begins in schools from September 2014.
However, for children in Year 2 and Year 6, the new

curriculum won’t become statutory until 2015. This is because
thesechildrenareinthelastyear ofthe Key Stages. At this age,
childrenareformallyassessedtojudgetheirprogress against the
requirements of the curriculum. Because the 2014 curriculum will
only have beenin place for nine months, these childrenwillbe
assessedagainsttherequirementsoftheold curriculumin the
National Curriculum Tests. New tests will be produced forthe

summer of 2016 to assess work from the new curriculum.

Tests your child will take

Lotsofschoolsusetestsatall stagesof their work. Forthe most
part,theseare partofanormalclassroomroutine,and support
teachers’ assessment. However, at certain stages of schooling
therearealsonationaltestswhichmustbetaken by all children
in state schools. Often informally known as ‘SATs’, the
National Curriculum Tests are compulsory for children atthe
end of Year 2 and Year 6. Children in these year groups will
undertaketestsin Reading, Mathematics, andGrammar,
Punctuation&Spelling. Thetestswillbesent awayfor marking,
andresultswillbereportedtoschoolsand parents at the end of
the year.

The new National Curriculum Tests for children in

Year 2 and Year 6 will take place each summer from
2016. Schoolsmayalsochoosetohaveinternaltests
for other year groups around the same time.

Where previously these tests—and other teacher assessments

— were graded in levels (normally numbering between

Level 1andLevel 6inprimaryschool), from2016thetests will

be reported as a scaled score, with a score of 100
representing the expected level foreachage group. It will be up
toteachersand schoolsto decide howto measure progressin
the intervening years. Schools will then provide

accompanying information to parents to explain how children are
progressing — it makes attending those parents’ evenings all the
more important!



The new national curriculum — Mathematics in Year

As children begin their compulsory schooling in Year 1, Fractions

schoolswillnaturallyworktobuildonthelearningthattakes

11 . .
place in the Reception year. Here are some of the main *  Understand=and=to explain parts of an object or

things your child is likely to be taught during their time in number of objects

Year 1.
Measurements

Number and Place Value e Use practical apparatus to explore different
lengths, weights and volumes

Placevalueiscentralto mathematics. Recognisingthat the

digit ‘5’ in the number 54 has a different value from *  Uselanguagesuchas’heavier’, ‘shorter’and‘empty

the number 5 or the ‘5’ in 504 is an important step in to compare things they have measured

mathematical understanding. e RecognisethedifferentcoinsandnotesofBritish

currency
e  Count,bothforwardsandbackwards,fromany

number, including past 100 e Uselanguageoftime,suchas‘yesterday’, ‘before’,

days of the week and months of the year
e Read and write numbers up to 100 as digits
e Tellthetimetothehourandhalf-hour,including
e Countin 2s,5sand 10s drawing clock faces

e Find ‘one more’ or ‘one less’ than a number

Shape

e Recognise and name some common 2-d shapes, such as

e  Use mathematical language such as ‘more’, ‘less’, ‘most’,

‘least’ and ‘equal’
squares, rectangles and triangles

M e  Recognise and name some common 3-d shapes, such as
e Usethe+,—and=symbolstowriteand cubes, cuboids and spheres
understand simple number calculations e Describe movements, including quarter turns
e Addandsubtract one-and two-digit numbers, up to 20 ( .
Parent Tip
e  Solve missing number problems, suchas10-?=6 There are plenty of opportunities for maths practice at

e Begintousesimplemultiplicationbyorganising home, from counting objects to simple games, such as

. . dominoes and Snakes & Ladders. You can also begin to
and counting objects

explore using money and clocks both in play at home

L and when out and about.

Using this guide

Schoolsareallowedtoreorganisecontentbetweenyeargroupsaslongasthematerialiscoveredbytheendofprimaryschool.Your schoolmay
therefore make some changestotheteachingsequence—checkyourchild’sschool’swebsite for detailsonhowthey organise their

curriculum.



The new national curriculum — Science in Year 1

Inthe first years of schooling, much of the science curriculum is
based around real-life experiences for children. This includes
everyday plants and animals, as well as finding out about
different materials and the four seasons. There are likelytobelots
ofopportunitiesforexploringscientificideas both in the

classroom and the local surroundings.

Scientific Investigation

Children are encouraged to carry out their own observations and
experiments to further their scientific understanding. In Year 1
this may include learning to:

e Ask scientific questions
e  Carry out simple tests, and make observations
e  Collect information to answer questions

e  Grouptogetherobjectsaccordingtotheirproperties
or behaviours

Plants and Animals

e Nameaselectionofcommonplants,including
deciduous and evergreen trees

e Namethemainpartsofplantsandtrees,suchas

roots, stems, trunks and leaves

e Nameavarietyofcommonanimals,including
mammals, fish, birds, reptiles and amphibians

e Name some common animals which are carnivores,
herbivores and omnivores

e Namethemainpartsofthehumanbody,including
those related to the five senses

Herbivores:animalswhichfeedonlyonplants,e.g.
rabbits
Carnivores:animalswhichfeedonotheranimals,e.g.
eagles
Omnivores:animalswhicheatbothplantsand

animals, e.g. humans

Using this guide

Deciduoustreesarethosewhichlosetheirleaves in
autumn, whereas evergreen trees—asthe name
implies—arethosewhichretaintheirgreencolourall
year round.

Everyday Materials

e Recognise that objects are made of materials

e Namesomeeverydaymaterialssuchaswood,

metal, glass and plastic

e  Describe some of the properties of materials, e.g.
that wood is hard

e  Grouptogether items based on the materials they’re
made from or their properties, for example by grouping
heavy objects or shiny objects

Seasonal Change

e  Observe changes across the four seasons

e  Observeanddescribe howthedayandweatherchanges

with the seasons

Parent Tip
Therearealwaysplenty of waysinwhichfamiliescan
supportchildrenathomewithscience.Theremaybe a
park or gardens near you which you can visitover the
year and see how the flora changes with

the seasons. You may also be able to visit a farm or
nature park which provides plenty of opportunity for

\__discussingthewidevariety oftheanimalkingdom.

Schoolsareallowedtoreorganisecontentbetweenyeargroupsaslongasthematerialiscoveredbytheendofprimaryschool.Your schoolmay

therefore make some changestotheteachingsequence—checkyourchild’sschool’s website for detailson how they organise their

curriculum.




The new national curriculum — English in Year 1

Duringtheearlyyearsofcompulsoryschooling, muchof the

focusistodevelopconfidentreaders, mainlyusingthe phonics

Writing Skills

approach.Manyschoolswillfollowaprogramme
of phonicsteaching, soitiswellworth finding outfromyour
child’sschoolifthey have any parent support materials.

Phonicsis the relationship between printed lettersand the

sounds they make. Children will first learn the most
commonlettersounds,andthenlookatmoredifficult
patterns such as recognising that ‘ow’ sounds different in
‘cow’ than in ‘low’, or that both ‘ai” and ‘ay’ make the
same sound in different words.

Speaking and Listening

The Spoken Language objectives are set out for the whole of

primaryschool,andteacherswillcovermanyofthemevery year

as children’s spoken language skills develop. In Year 1, some
focuses may include:

e Listen and respond to adults and other children

e Ask questions to extend their understanding

e Learn new vocabulary related to topics or daily life

Reading Skills

e Learnthe40+mainspeechsoundsinEnglishandthe
letters that represent them

e Blend sounds together to form words

e Readaloudwhenreadingbooksthatcontainfamiliar

letter sound patterns

e Listento,andtalkaboutarangeofstories,poems
and non-fiction texts

e Learnaboutpopularfairytalesandfolkstories,and
retell the stories

e Join in with repeated phrases in familiar books

e  Make predictionsabout what might happennextina

book

e  Explainclearlywhathashappenedinabookthey’veread

or listened to

Using this guide

e Hold a pen or pencil in the correct and comfortable way

e Name the letters of the alphabet in order

e  Write lower-case letters starting and ending in the
right place

e  Write capital letters, and the digits 0 to 9

e  Spell simple words containing the main sounds
they’ve learned in reading

e Spell the days of the week

e Learntowrite words withcommon endings, such as—ed,

e —ing, —er and —est
e Plan out sentences aloud before writing them

e  Write simple sentences, and those using joining
words such as ‘and’

e Begin to use full stops and capital letters for sentences

e Combinesomesentences to make short descriptions
or stories

Parent Tip
Manyschoolswillofferbookstoreadathome;these will
range from a mix of books which your child can read to
you, and those which are more complex

that they can listen to you read to them — both are
importantskills.Childrencanalsojointhelocallibrary
service and choose books of their own.

Schoolsareallowedtoreorganisecontentbetweenyeargroupsaslongasthematerialiscoveredbytheendofprimaryschool.Your schoolmay

therefore make some changestotheteachingsequence—checkyourchild’sschool’s website for detailson how they organise their

curriculum.




The new national curriculum — The Foundation Subjects

Atprimaryschool, English,MathsandSciencearethecore
subjectswhichmakeupthebulkofthetimetable. Thatsaid, the
otherfoundation subjects playakey partin providing a broad
andbalanced curriculum. Alleight ofthese subjects are a
compulsory part of the National Curriculum. In addition, all
schoolsarerequiredtoincludesomeReligious Educationin their
broader curriculum, although the content of this is agreed
locally.

Hereisavery brief outline of what will be covered in the
foundation subjects during primary school:

Art

Schoolswillbelargelyfreetodesigntheirowncurriculumin Art,
while providing abroad experience for theirstudents.
Childrenwillexplorearange of differenttechniquessuch as
drawing, painting and sculpture, and will use a variety of
materials, from penciland paint to charcoal and clay, to
createtheirownart pieces. Inaddition, during Key Stage 2,
children will study the works of some great artists, architects and
designers from history.

Computing

Therearethree mainstrandsofthe new Computing
curriculum: information technology, digital literacy and

computer science.

Information technology is about the use of computers for
functional purposes, suchascollectingand presenting
information, orusingsearchtechnology.Digitalliteracy is
about the safe and responsible use of technology,

including recognising its advantages for collaboration or
communication. Finally, computer science will introduce
children of all ages to understanding how computers and
networkswork. Itwillalsogiveallchildrentheopportunityto
learn basic computer programming, from simple floor robots in
Years 1and 2, right uptocreating on-screen computer games
and programmes by Year 6. Many schools will use programming
software which is freely available online,such as Scratch or
Kodu.

Using this guide

Allschoolswillalsoincluderegularteachingofe-safetyto
ensure that children feel confident when using computers and
thelnternet,andknowwhattodoiftheycomeacross
somethingeitherinappropriate oruncomfortable. Many
schoolswillalsoinvite parents to work with them on this
aspect of the curriculum.

Desigh and Technology

This subjectincludes cooking, which will be taughtinall
primaryschoolsfrom2014, with childrenfindingoutabout a
healthydietand preparingsimplemeals. Italsoincludes the
moretraditionaldesignelementsinwhichchildrenwill design,
makeandevaluate productswhilelearningtouse a range of
tools and techniques for construction. There may also be
some cross-over with Science here as children incorporate
levers, pulleysorelectrical circuitsinto their designs for
finished products.

Geography

Acrossprimaryschool, childrenwillfindoutaboutdifferent
placesin the UK, Europe and the Americas through studying small
regionsineach,andcomparingthesetootherareas, including
their own locality.

InKeyStage1,childrenwilllearnthenamesofthecontinents and
oceansaswellasthe names of the four home nations andtheir
respective capitalcities. Theywillusethefourmain compass
directions and simple maps and photographs to explore the

local area.

In Key Stage 2, the children will locate the countries of the world,
focussing particularly on Europe and the Americas, as wellas
namingthe counties, regionsand majorcitiesofthe United
Kingdom. They will begin to explore geographical features
suchasvolcanoesandtectonicplates,aswellas features of
humangeographysuchastradelinksandland use.Theywillalso
learntousegridreferencesonOrdnance Survey maps to
describe locations.

Schoolsareallowedtoreorganisecontentbetweenyeargroupsaslongasthematerialiscoveredbytheendofprimaryschool.Your schoolmay

therefore make some changestotheteachingsequence—checkyourchild’sschool’s website for detailson how they organise their

curriculum.



The new national curriculum — The Foundation Subjects

History

In Key Stage 1, the focus of history is very much onlocally
significant events or events within their own memories, as well as
key events of great significance such as Bonfire Night.
Inaddition, childrenwillfindoutaboutimportanthistorical
peopleandevents, suchasFlorenceNightingaleorThe Great
Fire of London.

InKey Stage 2, there are nine main areas of study thatare
required, some of which have optional strands. The first four are
unitsrelatingtoBritishhistoryandareintendedtobegin the
development of a clear chronological understanding. In many
schoolsthese willbetaughtinchronological order.

Britain in the Stone, Bronze and IronAges
Roman Britain
Anglo-Saxons and Scots in Britain

Anglo-Saxons and Vikings

1

2

3

4

5. Local history
6. Astudy of a period after 1066 of the school’s choice
7. Ancient Greece

8

Achoice from Ancient Egypt, Ancient Sumer, Ancient
Egypt, or the Shang Dynasty of Ancient China

9. Achoice from 10th-century early Islamic civilisation,
Mayan civilisation or Benin in West Africa

Languages

Forthefirsttime, foreign languages willbe compulsoryin
schoolsfor childrenin Key Stage 2 (Years 3to 6). Schools can
choose any language to study, although they should bearin

mindthelanguagesavailablein partner secondary schools. Over

the course oftheirfouryearsin Key Stage 2, childrenwillbe
expectedtomakegood progressinthe main language chosen,
learning to ask and answer questions, presentideastoan
audience bothin speaking and writing, read arange of words,
phrases and sentences, and write simple phrases, sentences

anddescriptions. Iftheschool choosesamodernlanguage, such

asFrenchorSpanish, thenchildrenwillalsolearnaboutthe

appropriateintonation and pronunciation of the language.

Using this guide

Music

Overthecourseofprimaryschool, childrenwilllistentoand
performarangeofmusic.Inthefirstyearsofschoolingthis will
ofteninclude singing songs and rhymes, and playing untuned
instruments such as tambourines or rainmaker sticks.

In Key Stage 2, children will perform pieces both alone and
as part of a group using their own voice and a range of musical
instruments, including those with tuning such as glockenspiels
orkeyboards.Theywillbothimproviseand compose pieces
using their knowledge of the different dimensionsofmusic
suchasrhythmandpitch.Duringthe lateryearstheywillalso
begintousemusicalnotation,and to learn about the history
of music.

Physical Education

Physical Education lessons will continue to include a range of
individualdisciplinessuchasdanceandathletics, withteam
sportsandgames. Throughthesesports, childrenshouldlearn the
skills of both cooperation and competition.

During Key Stage 2, therange of games and sportstaught will be
broader, and the children will also take part in outdoorand
adventurous activities such as orienteering. They will perform
dances, take partinathleticsand gymnastics, andattemptto

achievepersonalbestsinvariousactivities.

Inaddition, allchildrenshouldlearntoswimatsomepoint
during their primary school career.

For more information on the National Curriculum please visit

www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum

Schoolsareallowedtoreorganisecontentbetweenyeargroupsaslongasthematerialiscoveredbytheendofprimaryschool.Your schoolmay

therefore make some changestotheteachingsequence—checkyourchild’sschool’s website for detailson how they organise their

curriculum.
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